Capture on the Day of the Event - Best Practices

I. Time stamp: Shoot the time on your cell phone at the venue(s) at the beginning and end of your assignment.

II. Lighting is critical. When entering a building to shoot, always mount your onboard lighting, ready to go. Stand light with diffusion (umbrella, etc) should be set up next to the DJ as a standard part of reception prep, lighting the dance floor and head table if possible.

III. Ensure quality audio capture. Test your wireless audio capture in advance to ensure clean, clear signal, for the ceremony, VIP interviews and/or toasts. Reserve one channel for your onboard mic as a back up. When recording, headphone use in mandatory. Double check your levels in your view finder frequently.

IV. Communication is key. Please introduce yourself when you arrive and say good-bye when you leave. 

For check-in calls w/ the bride confirm: 

Time and location for each venue and schedule of the day, including splits. 

For check-in calls w/ the photographer confirm: 
Timing and location for each venue. Position and lighting restrictions at each venue

V. All “must have” moments must be captured using: 

1. dual split audio (close audio to lav mic on lapel/feed from DJ's sound board), 
2. best possible lighting (onboard as well as stand light on dance floor at reception) and 

3. tripod whenever possible.

